Black Is... 2003 
Booklists for Adults 


Contemporary Issues & Opinions 
*Recommended for Teens 


ACHIEVEMENT MATTERS: GETTING YOUR CHILD THE BEST EDUCATION 
POSSIBLE 

by Hugh B. Price. 

A helpful resource for parents and caregivers by the president of the National Urban 
League. 

LC2717 .P7 2002 


AMERICAN SKIN: POP CULTURE, BIG BUSINESS, AND THE END OF WHITE 
AMERICA 

by Leon E. Wynter. 

The transformation of American identity, driven by the commercial marketplace. 
E184.A1 W96 2002 


THE ANATOMY OF RACIAL INEQUALITY 

by Glenn C. Loury. 

A study of racial stigma as a cause of social exclusion and economic disadvantage 
among black Americans. 

E185.615 .L675 2002 


*BAD BOY: THE INFLUENCE OF SEAN "PUFFY" COMBS ON THE MUSIC 
INDUSTRY 

by Ronin Ro. 

An account of friendship, greed, and betrayal. 

ML420 .P9785 R6 2001 


BILL CLINTON AND BLACK AMERICA 

by DeWayne Wickham. 

Professionals, politicians, and intellectuals explore the impact of Clinton's presidency 
on African-Americans. Contributors include Johnnie Cochran, Alvin Poussaint and 
Kweisi Mfume. 

E886.2 .W53 2002 


A DEATH IN TEXAS: A STORY OF RACE, MURDER, AND A SMALL TOWN'S 
STRUGGLE FOR REDEMPTION 

by Dina Temple-Raston. 

An account of the brutal 1998 murder of James Byrd Jr., the prosecution of his 
killers, and the social and political aftermath for Jasper, Texas. 

HV6534 .J363 T45 2002 


*THE ENVY OF THE WORLD: ON BEING A BLACK MAN IN AMERICA 
by Ellis Cose. 

Examines the state of black men at the start of the 21st century. 
E185.86 .C58829 2002 


"I'M NOT A RACIST, BUT ..." THE MORAL QUANDARY OF RACE 
by Lawrence Blum. 

One man's analysis. 

HT1523 .B58 2002 


LABYRINTH: A DETECTIVE INVESTIGATES THE MURDERS OF TUPAC SHAKUR 
AND NOTORIOUS B.1.G., THE IMPLICATION OF DEATH ROW RECORDS' SUGE 
KNIGHT, AND THE ORIGINS OF THE LOS ANGELES POLICE SCANDAL 

by Randall Sullivan. 

HV6534 .L7 S848 2002 


THE LEADERSHIP SECRETS OF COLIN POWELL 

by Oren Harari. 

The wisdom and foundation of Powell's leadership style revealed. 
HD57.7 .H365 2002 


LEGAL LYNCHING: THE DEATH PENALTY AND AMERICA'S FUTURE 

by Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., Representative Jesse L. Jackson Jr., and Bruce Shapiro. 
The history, myths and realities of state-sponsored executions are explored. 

HV8699 .U5 J35 2001 


THE MINER'S CANARY: ENLISTING RACE, RESISTING POWER, 
TRANSFORMING DEMOCRACY 

by Lani Guinier and Gerald Torres. 

A new perspective on race and social change. 

E184 .A1l G94 2002 


THE NEW URBAN LEADERS 

by Joyce A. Ladner. 

An innovative group of community activists are determined to improve opportunities 
for the poor. 

HT175 .L33 2001 


*NIGGER: THE STRANGE CAREER OF A TROUBLESOME WORD 
by Randall Kennedy. 
E185.625 .K46 2002 


NOT GUILTY: TWELVE BLACK MEN SPEAK OUT ON THE LAW, JUSTICE AND 
LIFE 

edited by Jabari Asim. 

Essayists include E. Lynn Harris, Fred McKissack Jr. and Mark Anthony Neal. 
HV9950 .N67 2001 


*THE PACT: THREE YOUNG MEN MAKE A PROMISE AND FULFILL A DREAM 
by Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt. 

An inspirational story of a supportive friendship leading to successful medical 
careers. 

R695 .D38 2002 


PROFILES IN INJUSTICE: WHY RACIAL PROFILING CANNOT WORK 
by David A. Harris. 


An analysis of its history, uses, and failure as a law enforcement practice. 
HV8141 .H298 2002 


THE RECKONING: WHAT BLACKS OWE TO EACH OTHER 

by Randall Robinson. 

The best-selling author of The Debt rallies financially secure black Americans to help 
those who are less fortunate. 

E185.86 .R73 2002 


TALKING AT TRENA'S: EVERYDAY CONVERSATIONS AT AN AFRICAN 
AMERICAN TAVERN 

by Reuben A. Buford May. 

A cultural study of middle-class African Americans in the relaxed setting of a Chicago 
tavern. 

E185.625 .M35 2001 


Expressions 
*Recommended for Teens 


*THE AFRICAN AMERICAN GUIDE TO WRITING AND PUBLISHING 
NONFICTION 

by Jewell Parker Rhodes. 

Turn life experiences into prose. 

PN161 .R45 2001 


AFTER HOURS: A COLLECTION OF EROTIC WRITING BY BLACK MEN 
edited by Robert Fleming. 

The intro promises something for everyone. Indeed. 

Fiction. 


* ANTEBELLUM DREAM BOOK: POEMS 

by Elizabeth Alexander. 

Poems about the Civil Rights movement, motherhood, and celebrity. 
PS3551 .L3494 A5 2001 


*BLACK HAIR: ART, STYLE AND CULTURE 

edited by Ima Ebong. 

A beautifully designed mix of graphics, prose, and poetry. 
TT972 .B53 2001 


*BUM RUSH THE PAGE: A DEF POETRY JAM 

edited by Tony Medina and Louis Reyes Rivera. 
Cutting-edge poetry from showcases across the country. 
PS615 .B86 2001 


THE CHURCH LADIES' DIVINE DESSERTS: HEAVENLY RECIPES AND SWEET 
RECOLLECTIONS 

by Brenda Rhodes Miller. 

A tribute to dedicated churchwomen and their cakes, pies, cookies, and punch. 
TX773 .M533 2001 


COMMUNION: THE FEMALE SEARCH FOR LOVE 
by bell hooks. 

This volume focuses on love from girlhood to midlife. 
HQ1154 .H635 2002 


*EVERY TONGUE GOT TO CONFESS: NEGRO FOLK-TALES FROM THE GULF 
STATES 

by Zora Neale Hurston, edited by Carla Kaplan. 

Third in the trilogy. 

GR111 .A47 H83 2001 


*HIP-HOP DIVAS 

edited by Vibe Magazine. 

Celebrates female superstars from Erykah Badu to Lil' Kim and chronicles the music 
scene from 1974 to 2001. 

ML3531 .H57 2001 


*IN HIS OWN VOICE: THE DRAMATIC AND OTHER UNCOLLECTED WORKS OF 
PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR 

by Paul Laurence Dunbar, edited by Herbert Woodward Martin, Ronald Primeau and 
Henry Louis Gates. 

Includes plays, essays and stories by the nineteenth-century poet. 

PS1556 .A4 2002 


*IN OUR OWN IMAGE: TREASURED AFRICAN-AMERICAN TRADITIONS, 
JOURNEYS, AND ICONS 

by Patrik Henry Bass and Karen Pugh. 

This scrapbook-style collection of photographs, ephemera, and prose celebrates 
family, community and heroes. 

E185.615 .B37 2001 


IN THE SPIRIT OF MARTIN: THE LIVING LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. 

Created and developed by Gary Miles Chassman. 

Works of art inspired by Dr. King's life and leadership. 

N8232 .I6 2002 


MY SOUL HAS GROWN DEEP: CLASSICS OF EARLY AFRICAN AMERICAN 
LITERATURE 

edited by John Edgar Wideman. 

Twelve works of both famous and lesser-known writers are each preceded by a 
biographical essay. 

E185.96 .M98 2001 


OPEN GATE: AN ANTHOLOGY OF HAITIAN CREOLE POETRY 
edited by Paul Laraque and Jack Hirschman. 

A bilingual, contemporary collection. 

PM7854 .H37066 2001 


QUILTING THE BLACK-EYED PEA: POEMS AND NOT QUITE POEMS 
by Nikki Giovanni. 


Intimate and timely themes from the '60s iconoclast. 
PS3557.155 .Q46 


SENT BY EARTH: A MESSAGE FROM THE GRANDMOTHER SPIRIT AFTER THE 
ATTACKS ON THE WORLD TRADE CENTER AND PENTAGON 

by Alice Walker. 

A small collection of reflective essays and poetry. 

HV6432 .W32 2002 


SISTERFRIENDS: PORTRAITS OF SISTERLY LOVE 

by Michelle V. Agins and Julia Chance. 

Photographs and essays portray the deep bonds between well-known and 
accomplished sisters. 

TR681 .W6 .A35 


Fiction 
*Recommended for Teens 


ALL THE TROUBLE YOU NEED 

by Jervey Tervalon. 

A college instructor nearing 30 falls in love with one of his students, to the 
consternation of the other women in his life. 


THE AUTOGRAPH MAN 

by Zadie Smith. 

A British-Jewish-Chinese man, a collector of autographs, pursues his obsession with 
obtaining the signature of a reclusive screen star. 


BITTERSWEET 
by Freddie Lee Johnson III. 
The lives and relationships of three complex brothers are chronicled. 


BLACK COFFEE 

by Tracy Price-Thompson. 

A romantic liaison between two officer candidates, one unhappily married, creates a 
steamy and dangerous situation. 


BLOWBACK 

by Eric James Fullilove. 

Framed and on the run for the murder of his white girlfriend, National Security 
Advisor Richard Whelan is the only one who can prevent a nuclear detonation. 


*BOMBINGHAM 

by Anthony Grooms. 

While serving in Vietnam, Walter Lee Burke experiences flashbacks of the violence 
surrounding the Civil Rights movement in 1960s Birmingham. 


THE BONDWOMAN'S NARRATIVE 

by Hannah Crafts, edited by Henry Louis Gates Jr. 

Written in 1850 by a fugitive slave, this fictionalized biography tells of Hannah Crafts 
escape from slavery and her life in freedom. 


*BREAK ANY WOMAN DOWN: STORIES 
by Dana Johnson. 
Young women search for inner peace through intimate relationships. 


*THE BUFFALO SOLDIER 

by Christopher A. Bohjalian. 

Ten-year-old Alfred, an African American child with white foster parents, adjusts to 
life in Vermont through the kindly attention of a neighbor. 


A CHOCOLATE AFFAIR 

by Sheila Copeland. 

The temptations of life abound for four young stars in this tale of infidelity, lost loves 
and sisterhood. 


COLORED SUGAR WATER 

by Venise T. Berry. 

A boring boyfriend and an immature husband lead longtime friends Lucy and Adel to 
seek spiritual advice in the voodoo world of tarot cards and albino pythons. 


DISCRETION 

by Elizabeth Nunez. 

Oufoula Sindede loves his wife and his mistress. Torn between passion and 
responsibility, he must make a difficult choice. 


EMOTIONS 

by Timmothy B. McCann. 

Married sitcom actress Joi has an affair with a younger "hunk." She is forced to 
examine her choices when her life rivals a soap opera. 


THE EMPEROR OF OCEAN PARK 

by Stephen L. Carter. 

When the "Emperor," Judge Oliver Garland, dies, he leaves behind a chess problem 
which must be solved in order to reveal the puzzle of his death. 


ERASURE 

by Percival Everett. 

Intellectual writer, Thelonius "Monk" Ellison faces uncomfortable consequences when 
he succumbs to family pressures and writes a sensational book. 


*EVERY BITTER THING SWEET 

by Roslyn Carrington. 

Odile, who gave up her dream of becoming a doctor when she got pregnant at 17 
and who now works in a bordello, meets up with Rory whom she hasn't seen for four 
years. 


*THE FALL OF ROME 

by Martha Southgate. 

The token black teacher at a New England prep school comes to terms with his own 
insecurities when he clashes with a promising African American scholarship student. 


*FREE: AND OTHER STORIES 
by Anika Nailah. 
This collection concerns the skills required to survive the injustices of racism. 


FUTURELAND: NINE STORIES OF AN IMMINENT WORLD 

by Walter Mosley. 

Pulse is a drug that offers escape, technology rules, and the gap between the rich 
and the poor is a chasm. America in 2020? 


GETTING OUR BREATH BACK 

by Shawne Johnson. 

Violet, Lilly, and Rose--sisters in emotional turmoil--searching for a Daddy they 
never knew, each taking a different path. 


GIGANTIC 

by Marc Nesbitt. 

Contemporary African-American men navigate the obstacle course of life through 
depression, self-destruction, and addiction. 


THE GOD WHO BEGAT A JACKAL 

by Nega Mezlekia. 

Once upon a time in Ethiopia, there were feudal lords, serfs, rebel slaves, and 
damsels in distress. 


GONNA LAY DOWN MY BURDENS 

by Mary Monroe. 

Burdened with the guilt of having caused her fiancé's paralysis, will Carmen accept 
the fate of a loveless marriage or succumb to the dubious charms of Chester 
Sheffield? 


GUYS IN SUITS 

by Van Whitfield. 

Stuart and Simon are D.C. singles looking for Ms. Right in this romantic comedy told 
from the male perspective. 


HARLEM REDUX 

by Persia Walker. 

In 1920s Harlem, a young lawyer investigates the suspicious suicide of his reclusive 
sister who had recently married a man she barely knew. 


THE HARRIS FAMILY 

by R. M. Johnson. 

In this sequel to The Harris Men, Julius seeks forgiveness for being an absentee 
father to his three sons. 


THE HEAT SEEKERS 

by Zane. 

Best friends the steady Tempest and the wilder Vanessa meet and pair off with their 
male counterparts. Is a happy ending possible? 


I KNOW WHO HOLDS TOMORROW 

by Francis Ray. 

Will television talk show host Madison West agree to raise the nine-month-old her 
husband, on his deathbed, confessed to having fathered? 


INTERESTING WOMEN 
by Andrea Lee. 


These stories tell of high-bred, well-educated American women living and traveling 
abroad, exploring diverse cultures and customs. 


JOY 

by Victoria Christopher Murray. 

Anya has it all, a lucrative business, a devoted fiancé, and a strong relationship with 
the Lord. Then she is brutally raped and beaten. 

Christian fiction. 


*LEAVING 

by Richard Dry. 

Widowed and pregnant, 21-year-old Ruby moves with her13-year-old stepbrother 
from South Carolina to Oakland at the beginning of the turbulent 1960s. 


*LEAVING ATLANTA 

by Tayari Jones. 

Tasha, Rodney and Octavia, three fifth-graders, struggle to grow up amidst the 
1980's Atlanta child murders. 


LESLIE 
by Omar Tyree. 
Murder and mayhem result when a New Orleans coed gets involved with voodoo. 


LIKE BOOGIE ON TUESDAY 
by Linda Dominique Grosvenor. 
The story of two couples whose secrets unravel their lives. 


*LION'S BLOOD 
by Steven Barnes. 
In this fantasy "alternate" history, Europeans are enslaved by Africans. 


LOVE DON'T LIVE HERE ANYMORE 

by Denene Millner and Nick Chiles. 

Two hot careers on two continents lead to infidelity, deception, and a broken 
marriage. 


A LOVE OF MY OWN 

by E. Lynn Harris. 

Raymond meets Zola when both are working for Bling Bling Magazine. Love is in the 
air until John, Raymond's old friend and lover, appears on the scene. 


LOVE THE ONE YOU'RE WITH 

by James Earl Hardy. 

Raheim "Pooquie" Rivers goes to Hollywood to make a film leaving Mitchell "Little 
Bit" Crawford wondering if he can stay true, especially when temptation is 
everywhere. 


MARRIED MEN 

by Carl Weber. 

Four young men, friends since boyhood, learn that no matter how unstable their 
family lives become, they can always count on one another. 


MAY DECEMBER SOULS 

by Marissa Monteilh. 

Forty-year-old Mariah finds a healthy and supportive lover and friend in twenty-one- 
year-old Malik. 


*MEANT TO BE 

by Rita Coburn Whack. 

Jan Campbell's life journey is guided by a voice from the beyond, that of her 
Cherokee grandmother Hannah, who died before she was born. 


MR. POTTER 

by Jamaica Kincaid. 

He never knew love so never gave love. One of his illegitimate daughters discovers 
how to break this cycle of lovelessness. 


NEVER AGAIN ONCE MORE 

by Mary B. Morrison. 

In this sequel to Soulmates Dissipate, Jada questions her choice of marrying for 
security rather than love. 


NO COMPROMISE 

by Rochelle Alers. 

A mysterious client threatens the life of social services director Jolene Walker and 
forces her new love Michael to risk all to protect her. 


NO REGRETS 

by Patricia Haley. 

Karen and Johnny Clark took vows and became husband and wife. Can prayers and 
faith help keep that promise when cancer and infidelity strike? Christian fiction. 


P.G. COUNTY 
by Connie Briscoe. 
Adultery, alcohol, and biracial relations: life in affluent suburbia. 


THE PORTABLE PROMISED LAND 

by Touré. 

The imaginary metropolis of Soul City is the setting for these sharply humorous short 
stories and essays by a contributing editor at Rolling Stone Magazine. 


THE PRODIGAL HUSBAND 

by Jacquelin Thomas. 

Tori and Jake struggle to put their marriage back together following his extramarital 
affair and his disappearance for a year after the tragic death of their only child. 
Christian fiction. 


PROMISES BEYOND JORDAN 

by Vanessa Davis Griggs. 

Two weeks before the wedding Theresa's fiancé feels he must lend support to his 
first love who has been seriously injured in a car accident. Christian fiction. 


THE QUEEN OF HARLEM 
by Brian Keith Jackson. 


Mason becomes Malik, "a ghettonian" and moves to Harlem. His odyssey takes a U- 
turn turn when he meets Kyra, who lives in the world he left behind. 


*RED ON A ROSE 

by Patricia Jones. 

Lila's near perfect life crumbles when her husband, confronted by racism, makes a 
deadly choice. 


REVENGE IS BEST SERVED COLD 

by Tracie Howard and Danita Carter. 

After silver-tongued Blake St. James becomes a business partner and then betrays 
them, Morgan and Dakota plot to settle the score. 


*RHYTHMS 

by Donna Hill. 

Tragedy and family secrets follow three generations of talented women when they 
leave the safety of their rural Mississippi home to seek fame in the big city. 


*RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS 

by Sharon Ewell Foster. 

A spiritual counselor steps in when Shirley's father is killed and her mother slides 
into depression. Christian fiction. 


*RIVER WOMAN 

by Donna Hemans. 

When Kelithe's small son drowns, the women of her Jamaican village wonder if it 
happened so she could finally go to America. 


ROADRUNNER 

by Trisha R. Thomas. 

After responding to a domestic violence call, a police officer develops an obsession 
for the wife of a drug-addicted professional athlete. 


SALTHILL 

by Judith Barnes. 

In 1950s Canada, a friendship is threatened when a black horse wrangler falls in love 
with his boss' daughter. 


SATISFY MY SOUL 

by Colin Channer. 

When playwright Carey McCullough meets Frances Carey, they believe their intense 
love affair is fulfilling destiny as the reincarnation of 500-year-old African lovers. 


SITTIN' IN THE FRONT PEW 

by Parry "Ebony Satin" Brown. 

Edward Naylor was known as a perfect father, but he carries a secret to his grave. 
Then, the secret shows up for his funeral. 


SPLIT 

by Bill James. 

Recruited by British Intelligence to be a token black spy, Simon's assignment is to 
track down a fellow agent turned drug lord. 


TESTIMONY 

by Felicia Mason. 

Sex and adultery plague a gospel choir. 
Christian fiction. 


THIEVES' PARADISE 

by Eric Jerome Dickey. 

Dante and his friend Jackson join up with a lowlife con artist named Scamz when 
they realize they can't make ends meet. 


*THIS SIDE OF THE SKY 

by Elyse Singleton. 

Two lifelong friends fulfill their dream of escaping from rural Mississippi by signing on 
as WACs and going overseas during World War II. 


WALK THROUGH DARKNESS 

by David Anthony Durham. 

A bounty hunter is chasing William, a fugitive slave who is heading north to find his 
pregnant wife. Each seeks freedom and a new life. 


*WE LOOK LIKE MEN OF WAR 
by William R. Forstchen. 
A teen runaway slave narrates a gritty tale of the Civil War. 


WHEN TWILIGHT COMES 

by Gwynne Forster. 

When Marge Hairston, publisher of North Carolina's most influential African American 
newspaper, becomes ill, she must pass on the Woodmore Times to one of her 
reluctant children. 


WINGS OF MORNING 
by William Cobb. 
Recreates the passion, courage, and confusion of the Civil Rights movement. 


WISDOM 

by Heather Neff. 

Maia has terminal cancer. She hopes the discovery of her ancestors on the island of 
St. Croix will bring peace and closure. 


WITHOUT A NAME AND UNDER THE TONGUE 

by Yvonne Vera. 

Two impressionistic novellas depict the struggles of women during Zimbabwe's civil 
war in the 1970s. 


*YOU KNOW BETTER 

by Tina McElroy Ansa. 

Three "spirit guides" arrive to help LaShawndra Pines' mother and grandmother 
search for the18-year-old self-described "ho." 


History 


*Recommended for Teens 


AT THE HANDS OF PERSONS UNKNOWN: THE LYNCHING OF BLACK AMERICA 
by Philip Dray. 

Mob violence against blacks, from the public punishments of whipping and tar-and- 
feathering in slave days to execution and mutilation by vigilantes, followed the 
Reconstruction. 

HV6464 .D73 2002 


AMERICAN NIGHTMARE: THE HISTORY OF JIM CROW 

by Jerrold M. Packard. 

A code of laws and etiquette was established to segregate blacks from whites. 
E185.61 .P19 2002 


BETTER DAY COMING: BLACKS AND EQUALITY, 1890-2000 

by Adam Fairclough. 

The people and events behind the U.S. Civil Rights movement, from Ida B. Wells' 
anti-lynching campaign to the effects of Martin Luther King's assassination. 
E185.61 .F167 2001 


BLACK BASEBALL'S NATIONAL SHOWCASE: THE EAST-WEST ALL-STAR 
GAME, 1933-1953 

by Larry Lester. 

News stories, photographs and statistics from the annual game that featured the star 
players of the Negro Leagues. 

GV878.2 .L47 2001 


THE COLD WAR AND THE COLOR LINE: AMERICAN RACE RELATIONS IN THE 
GLOBAL ARENA 

by Thomas Borstelmann. 

U.S. foreign policy of the past 50 years influenced the Civil Rights movement. 
E185.61 .B728 


THE FUGITIVE'S GIBRALTAR: ESCAPING SLAVES AND ABOLITIONISM IN 
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

by Kathryn Grover. 

The whaling port became a refuge for runaway slaves. 

F74 .N5 G84 2001 


JEFFERSON'S PILLOW: THE FOUNDING FATHERS AND THE DILEMMA OF 
BLACK PATRIOTISM 

by Roger Wilkins. 

How a contemporary African American can feel allegiance to slave-owning founding 
fathers. 

E302.5 .W68 


*LIFT UP THY VOICE: THE GRIMKE FAMILY'S JOURNEY FROM 
SLAVEHOLDERS TO CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS 

by Mark Perry. 

Two daughters in a slave-owning family embraced the abolitionist cause. Their work 
was carried on into the twentieth century by two offspring of their brother and his 
slave. 

E185.98 .Al P47 2001 


*THE OTHER BOSTON BUSING STORY: WHAT'S WON AND LOST ACROSS THE 
BOUNDARY LINE 

by Susan E. Eaton. 

Sixty-five alumni remember METCO, a voluntary program that has been busing black 
inner-city children to white suburban schools since 1966. 

LC214.523 .B67 E38 2001 


PASSED ON: AFRICAN AMERICAN MOURNING STORIES 

by Karla FC Holloway. 

Death, dying, and funerals in twentieth-century African America. 
GT3203 .H65 2002 


RACE AND REUNION: THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICAN MEMORY 

by David W. Blight. 

White America's reconciliation after the Civil War resulted in the loss of the country's 
emancipationist vision and in racial segregation. 

E468.9 .B58 2001 


RIOT AND REMEMBRANCE: THE TULSA RACE WAR AND ITS LEGACY 

by James S. Hirsch. 

The black neighborhood of Greenwood was burned down and looted in the 1921 riot, 
leaving as many as 300 residents dead and the survivors in detention camps. 

F704 .T92 .R56 2002 


RUNNING ON RACE: RACIAL POLITICS IN PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS, 
1960-2000 

by Jeremy D. Mayer. 

E839.5 .M39 2002 


SEASON OF THE 76ERS: THE STORY OF WILT CHAMBERLAIN AND THE 1967 
NBA CHAMPION PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 

by Wayne Lynch. 

A near play-by-play account of the nail-biting season when the Sixers finally ended 
the Boston Celtics' eight-year winning streak. 

GV885.52 .P45 L96 


THE SHOWMAN AND THE SLAVE: RACE, DEATH, AND MEMORY IN BARNUM'S 
AMERICA 

by Benjamin Reiss. 

P.T. Barnum entered show business when he acquired and exhibited the slave Joice 
Heth, who he claimed was 161 years old and had been George Washington's nurse. 
He later sold tickets to her autopsy. 

E165.R36 2001 


"WE RETURN FIGHTING": THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE JAZZ AGE 
by Mark Robert Schneider. 

The battles fought by the NAACP during the two decades following World War I. 
E185.61 .S355 2002 


International 
*Recommended for Teens 


THE AFRICAN DREAM: THE DIARIES OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR IN THE 
CONGO 

by Ernesto Guevara, translated by Patrick Camiller. 

The Cuban revolutionary's experiences in the Congo from 1965 to '67 when he 
trained left-wing soldiers. 

DT658.22 .G8413 2001 


BLACK LIVINGSTONE: A TRUE TALE OF ADVENTURE IN THE NINETEENTH- 
CENTURY CONGO 

by Pagan Kennedy. 

Missionary William Sheppard left New York for the Congo, where he explored for 
twenty years. A lake in that country now bears his name. 

BY3625 .C63 S544 2002 


THE DILIGENT: A VOYAGE THROUGH THE WORLDS OF THE SLAVE TRADE 
by Robert Harms. 

One slave ship's journey illustrates the complex workings of the slave trade. 
HT1177 .H37 2002 


HARLEM IN MONTMARTRE: A PARIS JAZZ STORY BETWEEN THE GREAT 
WARS 

by William A. Shack. 

An expatriate African-American community of jazz musicians thrived in Paris in the 
'20s and '30s. 

ML3509 .F7 S53 2001 


HOW DE BODY: ONE MAN'S TERRIFYING JOURNEY THROUGH AN AFRICAN 
WAR 

by Teun Voeten. 

An acclaimed photojournalist writes about the ferocity of the eight-year civil war in 
Sierra Leone, a former British colony. 

DT516.826 .V6413 


KING SUGAR: JAMAICA, THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE WORLD SUGAR 
INDUSTRY 

by Michelle Harrison. 

Fascinating account of not only the historical background and development of sugar 
but also its role in contemporary Caribbean society. 

HD9114 .J252 H37 2001 


MARK OF VOODOO: AWAKENING TO MY AFRICAN SPIRITUAL HERITAGE 
by Sharon Caulder. 

The author made a pilgrimage to the Republic of Benin in order to uncover her 
voodoo roots. 

BL2490 .C38 2002 


THE SKULL BENEATH THE SKIN: AFRICA AFTER THE COLD WAR 
by Mark Huband. 
Past foreign involvement on the continent is argued as stifling its desire for liberty 


and prosperity. 
DT30.5 .H83 2001 


Mysteries 
*Recommended for Teens 


THE BURYING FIELD 

by Kenneth Abel. 

A Louisiana town explodes in violence when drunk white teenagers invade a slave 
burial ground and beat an elderly black man to death. 


COLOR OF JUSTICE 

by Gary Hardwick. 

Detroit detective Danny Cavanaugh's African American girlfriend is growing distant 
when he is assigned to investigate the murder of a wealthy couple, pillars of the 
black community. 


CRIMINAL ELEMENT 

by Hugh Holton. 

Police Commander Larry Cole goes after a corrupt sergeant and a city alderman in 
the investigation of a missing barmaid. 


HIT TIME: A MYSTERY 

by Yolanda Joe, writing as Ardella Garland. 

When record producer Fab Weaver is found dead, investigative reporter Georgia and 
her sister Peaches look for possible suspects among his many bilked clients. 


A MURDER OF PROMISE 

by Robert Andrews. 

D.C. homicide detectives Kearney and Phelps search for a serial killer who's fond of 
cutting off the victims' little fingers. 


PLAIN BROWN WRAPPER: AN ALEX POWELL NOVEL 
by Karen Grigsby Bates. 
Alex investigates the murder of the controversial publisher of a black magazine. 


SCREAM BLACK MURDER 

by Philip McLaren. 

As the bodies pile up, two rookie detectives from the newly formed "Aboriginal 
Homicide Unit" are pressured to find a vicious killer. 


STORMY WEATHER 

by Paula L. Woods. 

Homicide detective Charlotte Justice must sort through a maze of power-hungry 
suspects in the spontaneous death of a Hollywood film director. Second in series. 


STRAWMAN'S HAMMOCK 

by Darryl Wimberley. 

North Florida policeman Barrett Raines finds a young woman viciously murdered on 
the property of a wealthy straw-baling company owner. 


SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 

by Christopher Chambers. 

Two cheerleaders and seven drug dealers are murdered. FBI agent Angela Blivens 
must decide if there is a connection. 


WET GRAVE 

by Barbara Hambly. 

In 1835 New Orleans, Hesione Le Gros, former jeweled mistress now a raddled hag, 
is found with her throat slashed. Can Benjamin January find the killer? 


WHISPERS IN THE DARK 

by Eleanor Taylor Bland. 

Severed arms and hands protruding from the ground present the latest challenge to 
Detective Marti MacAlister and her partner in their search for a serial killer. 


Personalities 
*Recommended for Teens 


*THE BEST PITCHER IN BASEBALL: THE LIFE OF RUBE FOSTER, NEGRO 
LEAGUE GIANT 

by Robert Charles Cottrell. 

Not only a baseball star but a man of vision who laid the groundwork for challenging 
Jim Crow. 

GV865 .F63 C68 2001 


*CAN'T BE SATISFIED: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MUDDY WATERS 

by Robert Gordon. 

From the cotton fields of Mississippi to the street corners of postwar Chicago, the 
"godfather of the blues" and the men and women who surrounded him. 

ML420 .M748 G67 2002 


CARMEN MCRAE: MISS JAZZ 

by Leslie Gourse. 

Recollections and interviews from friends and peers recall her roller coaster life and 
career. 

ML420 .M34185 G68 2001 


CATHY WILLIAMS: FROM SLAVE TO FEMALE BUFFALO SOLDIER 

by Phillip Thomas Tucker. 

The incredible life of a woman who, disguised as a man, joined one of the six black 
army units formed following the Civil War. 

E185.97 .W694 .T83 2002 


CHEWED WATER: A MEMOIR 

by Aishah Rahman aka Virginia Hughes. 

The playwright's coming of age and escape from a difficult home life in post-World 
War II Harlem. 

PS3568 .A4135 2464 2001 


CLAIMING KIN: CONFRONTING THE HISTORY OF AN AFRICAN AMERICAN 
FAMILY 

by Afi-Odelia E. Scruggs. 

A genealogical search led the author not only to her ancestors but also to a 
spirituality derived from African traditions. 

E185.97 .S38 2002 


FIREFIGHTER 

by Herman Williams Jr. with James Hall. 

The father of talk show host Montel Williams battled and crossed the racial barriers 
at the Baltimore Fire Department. 

TH9118 .W55 .A3 2002 


*HOLLER IF YOU HEAR ME: SEARCHING FOR TUPAC SHAKUR 

by Eric Dyson. 

The impact of his art and still-growing legend on American popular music. 
ML420 .S529 .D97 


I MAY BE WRONG BUT I DOUBT IT by 

Charles Barkley. 

The outspoken former NBA player "Sir Charles" takes on the larger issues of life. 
GV884 .B28 A29 


*JUST FOR A THRILL: LIL HARDIN ARMSTRONG, FIRST LADY OF JAZZ 

by James L. Dickerson. 

A brilliant composer, arranger, and jazz pianist, Armstrong was also a major behind- 
the-scenes player in the career of her husband, Louis. 

ML420 .A755 D53 2002 


A LAWYER'S LIFE 

by Johnnie Cochran with David Fisher. 
His 40-year struggle for equal justice. 
KF373 .C59 A35 


LESTER LEAPS IN: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF LESTER "PRES" YOUNG 

by Douglas Henry Daniels. 

More than a biography of the "president of the tenor sax," it is also a social and 
cultural history of African Americans in the first half of the twentieth century. 
ML419 .Y7 D36 2002 


*MULTICOLORED MEMORIES OF A BLACK SOUTHERN GIRL 

by Kitty Oliver. 

From growing up a "geechee" in Jacksonville, Florida, to integrating the University of 
Florida in the 1960s. 

F319 .J1 045 2001 


ON OUR WAY TO BEAUTIFUL: A FAMILY MEMOIR 

by Yolanda Young. 

Despite the unrelenting poverty of rural Shreveport, three generations of women 
provide strength, love, and security by keeping the church at the center of their 
lives. 

F379 .S4 Y68 2002 


OTIS!: THE OTIS REDDING STORY 

by Scott Freeman. 

He died in a plane crash at the age of 26, three days after recording (Sittin' On) The 
Dock of the Bay. 

ML420 .R295 F74 2001 


*RALPH ELLISON: EMERGENCE OF GENIUS 

by Lawrence Jackson. 

His life to 1953, when he won the National Book Award for Invisible Man. 
PS3555 .L625 Z74 2002 


*REVELATIONS: THERE'S A LIGHT AFTER THE LIME 

by Pastor Mason Betha with Karen Hunter. 

Super rapper Ma$e reveals why he left stardom and the celebrity lifestyle behind to 
become a messenger for God. 

BR1725 .M27 A3 


TONIGHT AT NOON: A LOVE STORY 

by Sue Graham Mingus. 

The debutante from the Midwest who married the maverick jazz musician from Watts 
recalls their life together and his battle with Lou Gehrig's Disease. 

ML418 .M45 M46 2002 


*VERNON CAN READ: A MEMOIR 

by Vernon E. Jordan Jr., with Annette Gordon-Reed. 

From his college days driving a limo for a racist bank owner, the author traces his 
career to the top of America's legal, corporate, and political worlds. 

E185.97 .J78 A3 2001 


This selected list was compiled by: 


Betsy Clarke, Codman Square Branch 

Marylou Coveney, Dudley Branch Library 

Denise DeBoer, Fields Corner Branch Library 
Jacqueline Hogan, CLSO 

Kathy Kire, Chairperson, Teen Services 

Sarah Markell, Allston Branch Library 

Margaret Phillibert, Circulation Services 

Richard Wintergreen, Adams Street Branch Library 


The content of this list was recompiled in 2022 by Kirsten DeCortin, Reader Services 
Librarian. The printed edition of this list has been lost to time, although its contents were 
recovered from the Internet Archive’s index of the Boston Public Library’s website. 


